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"We1 underwrit think these ordinances meet and necessary to
be decreed and observed.

MATTHUE CANTUAR.        AMBB. GATE.        TEO. YALE.
EDM. LONDON.                DAVID LEWIS.      BOB. WESTON.

T. HUTCKE.

Strype, ParJcer, I. pp. 442-3.

(b) Star-Chamber Ordinance, June, 1586.

The new decrees of the Star-Chamber for orders in printing,
vicesimo tertio die Junii, A.D. 1586.

Whereas sundry decrees and ordinances have upon grave
advice and deliberation been heretofore made and published for
the repressing of such great enormities and abuses as of late
more than in time past have been commonly used and practised
by divers contentious and disorderly persons professing the art
or mystery of printing or selling of books, and yet notwith-
standing the said abuses and enormities are nothing abated,
but, as it is found by experience, do rather daily more and more
increase to the wilful and manifest breach and contempt of the
said ordinances and decrees, to the great displeasure and offence
of the Queen's most excellent Majesty, by reason whereof sundry
intolerable offences, troubles and disturbances have happened as
well in the church as in the civil government of the state and
commonwealth of this realm, which seem to have grown because
the pains and penalties contained and set down in the said
ordinances and decrees have been too light and small for the
correction and punishment of so grievous and heinous offences,
and so the offenders and malefactors in that behalf have not
been so severely punished as the quality of their offences have
deserved. Her Majesty therefore, of her most godly and gracious
disposition, being careful that speedy and due reformation be
had of the abuses and disorders aforesaid, and that all persons
using or professing the art, trade or mystery of printing or
selling of books should from henceforth be ruled and directed
therein by some certain and known rules and ordinances, which
should be inviolably kept and observed and the breakers
and offenders of the same to be. severely and sharply punished

1 Members of the High Commission.